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TJK ship had been tossed about in most terrible

storm for several days and we all feared that at

any moment she might go to the bottom

Come boys said I to my four sons we shall at

go down side by side Just then we strucka rock

We are lost Launch the boats Try for your

lives r voice cried-

I ran to the deck and found that all the boats had

left and we alone remained I cried out for the men to

come bank and tak us with them but it was In vain I
thougltt our last chance was gone Still the ship did not

sink I went to the stern and to my joy saw that she

was held up by a huge rock

Be of good cheer we are at least safe for some

lime and we may yet reach land I said to my wife and

boys
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7 HEN we got back to the tent my wife told me

that while we were at the wreck she had gone

in search of a place to build a house and to my surprise

me she had found a tree twelve yards around ana

s IMS that v e could build rooms in it and have stairs up

the trunk and in this way we could be safe from any

wild animals I thought tlibvS good idea and we all

started to see this wonderful tree itfuch prpved to be a

Ig tree of vast size

HIf we can fix a tent up there 1 said we sttall

have no cause to dread wild beasts

It was late at night when we had taken all our

to this spot and got the wood to build

Next day we rose very early as we knew we had a-

long day of toil before us 1 us we were starting to

work Jack cried out

Be quick here is a strange Deut with quills as
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i RITZ and 1 then went to a grove 01 palm woes

nearby
Do you see those nuts at the top of the traeFrite

I said

To be sure I do but they are far too higk to

react Look he cried there arc some monkeys Let
me have a shot at them

Do not do that I said it will do M pod to

kill them andwith that I threw some stones lip at the

tree

The monkeys started throwing cocoanuts at us and

so many that we had hard work to pick them all up We

hid not gone far with them when one dogs dashed

by us after a troop of apes One of them could not

climb as she had a young one in her arm and thU one

the dog attacked

Fritz called the dog off but the ape was dud The

young one as soon as it saw Fnts sprang on hir back

put his pews in his hair and would not let go
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HAT night we had fpisjied the but and we lit

our fire around the the dogs to the

roots and went uprto steep out of harms way for the

first time since we feft the ship When the steps were

drawn up we all folt that we were now safe at last

Let us call our home The Nest my wife saW

Heres to snid I and may we live-

long and bless the da brought us here

And here we lived for ten long years and our cam

were few and our life wasfull of joy and adventure

Yet I often cast look at sea in hope that some day I

should py ship us back to our ot
beloved land
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RITZ my oldest son and I then made a rafts

Fritz found some firearm and Ernest tool

chest and Jack came up to us with two huge dogs qne

of which he rode like a hone After we Had loaded alt

the lungs we had gathered together on the raft and

had set free sane ducksand goat whidt we hoped would

fly to shore we all got on the raft and reached Ute

bore safely the dogs swimming alongside

We made a tent wtyh he cloth w hail

brought with us and the boys fetaiw3 some moss and

dry grate with which to make our beds We set fire is
some dry twigs and my wife made 4 pot of soup which

we ate with rotisk The boys the went down to ibtf

waters edge to sere two large cults which hid washed

near shore It was not long before a thrill try
from Jack and running with an Axe HI y hand 1

found him in a pool of water where a lap era held him

by his toss 1 struck it with the axe tad Jaok ran off

with it in high glut
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T WAS a large porcupine and when the dogs ran

near it a loud noise and shot eptjte chills

shot t the beaste said it dead on the spot giwiest

and J teen went in sear of some tMok oettel which

grew in the sand near W Thr e we cut dowse and boundt-

o four long poles and thus made Up whfeti wottM we

thought rends far up the trunk of our tree On star

way back one of the dogs made a dart ax a damn of

reeds and a troop of large birds rose with a loud

Fritz let fly at them and brought down two at a shot

Look said lam what fine pawn h W TW

his web feet too Bkc a goose aid ley liUe a
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AT got the ape from Fritz and took It tip

my arms like a child then I put on tile

back and it held tight by the hair of the dogs ldr
which Fritz led with a string That ught the aye fosi

with Jack and Fritc nisi we att slept peace

Next day Frite and I wont back to Knelt te

save the live stock and get whatever else might be of

MM We road a float for the oow the the steep ssNl

goats and we also brought with us of food We

badgone hit a short when I heard arkwsl

VVe are lost lie saM i s4 4inf to a yvosi stsefe

nearby Thwigh pale with frbt he look

gun and soot the dA in abe
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the boy did not share my

Go hack Frits would say ain fe

should we go back We have all w oan foc lfe
our fate hands of Gin vT
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